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How to fill out the Papers for Show Entries.
Hurray! You have decided to bring a plant to be exhibited in the Victoria Orchid Society Display! 
Thank you!

There are several things to do to make sure that all goes well and you get your plant back, maybe even with a ribbon on it.

First off, make certain to have your name and telephone number discreetly inside the pot – not so that everybody will see it right away but in case you cannot come to pick it up, make sure it can be identified to be yours. That is done at home, of course.
Please remember that entries will be accepted on Thursday afternoon between 1 to 9 PM.
You may pick up your plants (and other items) on Sunday afternoon between 4 – 5 PM.

Number One

The first thing you do when you arrive at the show-site, find the registration desk and get a  Show Entrant Registration Form. On it, you simply fill out your name, address and contact information plus the name of your home orchid society and the number of plants (or paintings or photographs) you are entering in this show. When you hand this form back to the registrar, your name will be entered in the record book with a (sequenced) number, which will be your Exhibitor Number for this show. Registration will also advise you where the display for you plant is located; this location is designated with a letter – that will be the Location Letter for you to use. Please write these identifiers down to remember them when you fill out the other papers
Number two

At the back of this newsletter, there is a sample of the Plant Entry Form. There will be more of these forms available at the February meeting and at the show site. Please make up two of these, one to go to registration after you have done all the printing and other work and one for you to keep as record. On this form, you will again put your name, address etc. plus your exhibitor number, the location letter and home society affiliation.  
Then you will fill in the name of your plant. Let’s say it is a green and white Paph. Maudiae hybrid. So, under plant name, you will print the name Paph. Maudiae. For parentage you will either have to look up Sanders’ books or a computer program or ask some knowledgeable person what the parent names are of your plant. In this case, you would print Paph. (lawrenceanum x callosum). Now, perhaps your plant has a clonal name, like ‘The Queen’; then you must put that right behind the plant name (Maudiae). This clone actually exists and has an award: AM/AOS; any award ABSOLUTELY has to be written after the clonal name. 
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So now this lovely plant of yours has the full name of:  Paphiopedilum Maudiae ‘The Queen’ AM/AOS. That is how you have to enter your plant.
Most of this work might possibly be done at home where many of you can look up their plants on the computer; this will save time at the show.





And then they want you to write in the Class Number; this can be found on the BCOC Schedule of Flower Classes. There will be copies of it at the meeting and at the show. They should also be on our website. Briefly, the numbers indicate the group of plants into which your Paph. Maudiae belongs. For instance: Cattleyas are in class 1, Phalaenopsis in class 2, all Slippers in class 4 etc. Since the judges will want to compare apples with apples, all the white and green Maudiae hybrids will be in class 4.7.a. 
(An Aside here: the coloratum (pink/green) Maudiae hybrids are in class 4.7.b and the vinicolor (dark red) Maudiae hybrids are in class 4.7.c)

Number 3

The nice lady at the registration desk will also hand you a small plant tag in triplicate for each item you wish to enter. This is the actual Plant Registration Label. On it you need to print clearly the class number, your exhibitor number, location letter, complete plant name and parentage if known. If a plant has come to you with only its parents written on the label, then it may not yet have its own name and you need to write only the parents’ names and leave out the plant name. You will use only the bottom copy to stick into the plastic holder (called ‘cardette’), put that in your plant and hand the other two copies of the plant registration tag back to the registration desk, together with one copy of your plant entry form.

Possibly, you may want to enter your plant in a second class, perhaps you are growing your plants entirely under artificial light, in the basement without sunlight. Then you could also enter it in class 12.4 as “Growing Under Lights Only”. For this you must make up a second (triplicate) label, put the bottom copy with a cardette in the pot (now there are two plant registration labels in the pot!) and return the other two parts to registration. Of course, if you want to do this, you will also write both flower classes on the Plant Entry Form and you might even win two ribbons!
---
And then you can go home or you can watch the proceedings for a while or you can even help – there is much to do before a show is ready and you will be in great company.
Come to think of it, even if you don’t have anything to put in the display, come out and help at the show any time at all – we will be very happy to see volunteers.

Ingrid Schmidt-Ostrander
