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Welcome to new member s Melanie Norris   

and Linda Stenner  
 

                                     From the Editor  
 

   Correction: Although Bertha and Harold Buhr were valuable members of the Victoria  

Orchid Society for many years, they did not provide the black signs.   

 

It was, in fact, Joyce Wilson who had the black signs printed up for the show tables at 

her place of work and donated them to the Society - one of Joyceôs many contributions 

to the Society.  She still fills the membership manager role. 
 

www.victoriaorchidsociety.com 
Check out our website for information about the society, upcoming events, plant registration for shows, 

regulations for bringing orchids into Canada, and what books are in our library and links to interesting sites.  

The orchids from the display table each meeting are now posted on the web.  

 

Contributions to the newsletter can be made up to 14 days before the next meeting date by contacting me by 

phone or email.  (250-385-8888 or enviroed@telus.net).   
 

 

Victoria 
Orchid Society 
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Logo photo D. Rowles 

 

 

 

 

Meetings: 

Fall 

2015 

 

November 23rd  

Xmas Party ï 

Dec.14th  

Members with last 

names starting with 

L  &  M  are asked 

to bring goodies 

for the November 

meeting. 

 

 

Lc. Tokyo Magic 

x C. Little Dipper 

 

Cat Frutigerôs Aerangis biloba, not only beautiful but very 

fragrant, was chosen as best plant on the display table at the 

October meeting. 

http://www.victoriaorchidsociety.com/
mailto:enviroed@telus.net
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Presidentôs Message: 
 

We have already arrived at the last issue of the newsletter for the year and here I thought  

the new session had just begun.  Third meeting in the new place coming up and already  

it feels like homeðwell, almost.  There are still a few things to be tweaked.  There is the  

perennial complaint about lighting (although itôs not worse than in the old place).  And for  

the sake of those with small voices, or who might have trouble hearing, we talked at the 

last executive meeting about the possible purchase of a microphone set. 
 

Speaking of executive meetings it was decided at the last one that, since everything seems well in hand, we 

can probably wait until after Christmas for the next executive get together.  These meetings are quite 

enjoyable, incidentally, with snacks and wine and we actually do manage to cover a lot of territory.  I would 

recommend joining the executive for anyone who wants to be more involved in the running of the society.  It 

is also a good way to get to know your fellow members. 
  

As things go, the plans for the Christmas party on the December 14 are proceeding smoothly, and the show 

committee has done an excellent job preparing for the spring show.  Since it falls on Valentineôs Day, the 

theme this year is ñOrchids for Loversò. 

 

Donôt forget to bring your blooming plants for next meetingôs show table, so your fellow members can see 

what you have been up to.  We also need plants to sell.  The opportunity to purchase a few interesting plants 

is a great encouragement to pursue the hobbyðparticularly for new members.   

 

We have as our speaker this time Terry Groszeibl from Forestview Gardens.   

The nursery specializes in Paphiopedilums.  For those of you who havenôt 

grown this genus, the flowers are right up there with Phalaenopsis in terms of 

the length of time they stay in bloom, and many of them do well on the 

windowsill and under lights.  Terry will be bringing plants for sale.  Also not to 

be missed, Joe Chow will be holding a workshop on the correct way to water 

orchids. 

John Taylor 

 

 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

The monthly meeting of the Victoria Orchid Society is held on the fourth Monday of every month except 

July, August and December, starting at 7:30 p.m.  The plants on the display table are presented by experts, 

followed by a short business meeting, a coffee break with a prize draw of plants and orchid related material, 

and a featured presentation.  The meeting ends between 9:30 and 9:45 p.m.  The first two meeting at the new 

venue, 4201 Tyndall Avenue, went well.  The hall proved to be nice meeting place with a more intimate 

space than our previous hall and with lots of parking space. 
 

November 23rd meeting:  Terry Groszeibl of Forestview Gardens, will speak on ñPaphiopedilum: The 

Ultimate Houseplantò.  This genus is a Forestview specialty, although Terry and Charlotte also grow many 

other kinds of orchid in their large orchid nursery.  Terry will be bringing plants for sale at the meeting.  He 

will  also be sharing some tips about growing orchids under artificial lights. 
 
From 6:45 - 7:15 p.m., Joe Chow is offering a workshop for newer members and for any who may be 

interested, on ñWatering Orchidsò an important topic, as more orchids are killed by overwatering than by any 

other means. 
 

 
John Taylor 

 

ý  Johnôs beautiful Cattleya dowiana 

unfortunately did not stay in bloom  

long enough to attend a meeting. 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Monday December 14, 2015 

7:00pm ï 10:00pm 

Gordon Head United Hall 

 
I hope everyone can attend our annual Christmas party.  Itôs a fun filled event and a great way to get to know 

other members of the society. 

 

We will have Christmas music playing in the background and there will be no business done so there wonôt 

be any plant sales, nor will the library be open. 

 

It will start with a great pot luck, a sign up sheet will be passed at the November 23rd meeting.  The usual 

things we need are appys, salads, main courses, and of course lots of desserts.  Further information on food 

preparation and facilities will be available at the November meeting.  

 
There will be brown bag prize draws so please bring a prize or two.   

Unlike the regular meetings the prizes donôt have to be orchid related.  
There will also be a display table. 
 
Last, but definitely not least we will collect non-perishable food for the Mustard Seed Food Bank.  Every 

year there seem to be more and more people who need their services so please be generous.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jane Mason will be passing around a food list at the November meeting,  

so that people may indicate what they will bring for the pot luck dinner.   

This helps to balance out the types of food for the meal. 

 

At the same time, it may help people to think about what they could bring for the Gala at the Spring Show.  

Remember that we are now offering the option of bringing a finger food for 12 plate, rather than paying the 

$10 that we have previously charged to cover the cost of Gala food.  The $10 option is still open, of course, 

for those people who would rather not prepare food.  Lioba Samer will be passing that food list around at the 

January meeting. 
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Past Events 
 

October 3rd & 4 th CVIOS SHOW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best in Show:  Dendrobium laevifolium.           Reserve Champion:          Sashaôs display table 

Paramount Orchids         Cattleya maxima óBriartô 

               Mike Miller  

 

Best in other Oncidium Group, Aliceara Dorothy Oka 'Oka' AM/AOS, Cat Frutiger ü 
 

Best in Maxillaria tribe, Maxillaria arbuscula Bryan Emery ü 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
        û  Photos by Ed Higham ü 

         All others from CVIOS show 

               by Judith Higham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

û VicOS display 
 

Bryan Emeryôs displayü 

¶ AOS Display 

award 

¶ COC display 

award 

¶ Silver Display 

award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

û  Best in all others not 
listed above (in two 
categories), 
Sarcoglottis sceptrodes 
Bryan Emery  
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October 26th general meeting 
  

Sasha Kubicek gave very interesting slide show and talk  

on Mexican orchid species in situ.   He did a two week trek  

from the highlands of Oaxaca, Mexico all the way to the  

tropical lowlands of Puerto Escondido.   
 

The ñNewbiesò workshop given by Poul Hansen before the  

meeting (6:45 p.m.) on re-potting orchids was well attended and enjoyed by all. 
 
 

 

October 30th ï November 1st - Fraser Valley Orchid Society show  

It was a great show as far as the quality and variety of unusual orchids present.  Plant vendorsô fares were a 

treat to the eye this year with more exotic species offered.  If only we had bigger wallets and greenhouses. 

Attendance was reportedly down especially on Sunday but all and all a very good show.  
 

The VicOS membersô plants did well in, being awarded  

the following Best in Class: 

 

Angraecum:   Aerangis biloba,   Catherine Frutiger . . . ü 

 

 

 

 

 

Maxillaria:   Z. Artur Elle óGlenmorrieô,  Svend Munkholm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ü 
 

 

 

Paphiopedilum:   Paph. purpuratum, Sasha Kubicek . . ü 

 

 

 

 

Miltoniopsis:  Mps. Goldie, Poul Hansen . . .  ü 

 

 
 

And three plants received AOS nominations 
 

Blc. Victoria óAmbrosiaô,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ü 

Svend Munkholm 
 

Den. sulawesiense, . . . . . . . . ü 

Don & Marilyn Mills 

 

 

Oda. Savanna X Oda. Red Glow  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ü 

Poul Hansen 

 

By Don & Marilyn Mills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VicOS also gathered  

 

13 First,    

15 Second,   

 7 Third ribbons.   

Photos  

by Judith 

Higham 
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Judging news   
 

Please note that all awards are considered provisional until paperwork and payment is  

 processed by AOS and published in Orchid Plus 

 

 
 

At the AOS Pacific Northwest Judging Center-Richmondôs monthly 

judging on August 8, 2015, the following AOS award was granted: 

 

Phragmipedium Sorcererôs Apprentice óVivienneô AM/AOS,  81pts  

(Phrag. longifolium x Phrag. sargentianum) 

Exhibitor:  Eugene Banziger 

 

At the AOS Pacific Northwest Judging Center-Richmondôs  

monthly judging on September 12, 2015, the following  

AOS awards were granted: 

 

Zygopetalum Centenary óMidaô   HCC/AOS,  78pts  

(Z. Helen Ku óBlackus Blackô x Z. Advance Australia óCuteô) 

Exhibitor:  Eugene Banziger 

 

Rhyncholaeliocattleya (Chanachai x Vanida) óCowichan Goldô  HCC/AOS,  75pts  

Exhibitor:  Svend Munkholm 

*award is provisional pending hybrid 

registration 

 

 

 

 

At the Nanaimo, Oct 2nd judging, Svend Munholmôs 

Cattleya C.G. Roebling, (gaskelliana x purpurata)  

was awarded a CCE/AOS (90 points) and an AM/AOS 

 

        Judith Highamôs photo ü  

þ Informal photo by Poul Hansen with the judges 

who awarded the lovely plant.  It had 49 blooms! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ý Judith Higham photosþ 

 

 
 

 
Abu Salleh 
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SPRING SHOW & SALE,  

February. 12th-14th 2016 

 

Posters are now ready.  Please pick up 

some at the November meeting or at the 

Christmas party.  They should start 

going into store windows in early 

January. 

 

Now is the time to start collecting 

donations for the Silent Auction.  A 

cover letter was sent out a short while 

ago on a bulk email to members.   

 

Please let us know what you have been 

promised at: 

(victoriaorchidsociety@gmail.com) 

so that we can co-ordinate donations.   

 

Look at the donors for last yearôs Silent 

Auction on our website for ideas.  This 

does not mean that everyone should go 

to these people again, only that it may 

help you to get an idea of the kinds of 

businesses who are likely to offer 

something. 

 

 

 

Alan Kochôs Murphy Oil recipe for P ests  (BY REQUEST) 
 

Murphy Oil Soap is a cleaning product marketed by Colgate-Palmolive. It is available in a thick liquid 

form, as well as a trigger spray bottle.  Commercials for the product state that the product is ideal for 

cleaning wooden surfaces. 

Despite the name, oil soap does not contain oil; it contains potassium soap manufactured from vegetable oil. 

The other constituents of Murphy Oil Soap are sodium EDTA, propylene glycol, fragrance, surfactants, and 

water.[1]  Oil soap is commonly used to clean and polish horse tack, such as bridles and saddles. The oil soap 

is also an excellent lubricant to use with water when throwing clay on a potter's wheel 
 

Use the Basic Mix described for light cleaning ï 60mL of Murphy Oil to 4 L of warm water.  You can keep 

this as a stock solution and mix it as follows: 
 

An old time formula for mites and pests is  

¶ 1/3 70% isopropyl alcohol (to dry the critters),  

¶ 1/3 Murphy Oil Soap (to suffocate them) and  

¶ 1/3 distilled water to spread it out.   
 

The Murphy Oil Soap should be diluted as per label instructions for light cleaning before measuring the 1/3 

into the mixture.  Use distilled water as to not affect the oil.  (Victoria water is pure enough to use, distilled 

water is not necessary.)  For the mites that cause sheaths to dry Alan said we should use it at night in the 

bracts covering the pseudobulbs of plants, not on the leaves.   

 

 

WARNINGS 

 

If it has contact with eyes, rinse thoroughly 

with water 

If swallowed, drink a glass of water to dilute 
 

 

mailto:victoriaorchidsociety@gmail.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colgate-Palmolive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soap
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saponification
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vegetable_oil
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EDTA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Propylene_glycol
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fragrance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surfactants
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/#cite_note-msds-0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potter%27s_wheel


November 2015 Volume 46, Issue #9 

Page 8 of 17 

Victoria Orchid Society 

Minutes of General Meeting, October 26, 2015 
 

The meeting of October 26, 2015 was held at the Gordon Head United Church Hall. President John Taylor 

called the meeting to order at 7:30p.m.  We have two new members, Linda Stenner and Melanie Norris.  Debbie 

Shaughnessy, Linda Millala and Loreen Smith were guests.  The Show Table was presented by Sasha Kubicek. 
 

Secretaryôs Report:  The minutes from the last meeting were moved by Nadja Freund and seconded by 

Geoffrey Haywood to be accepted as published in the newsletter.  

                                                                                                     CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY   

Barb Davies also reported that Thank You cards had been sent to Florence Davis and her family thanking 

them for hosting the Summer BBQ for the past years. 
 

Treasurerôs Report: Jane Mason presented her report for April and moved for acceptance, seconded 

by Elsie Gerdes. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 

President John Taylor presented an award to Catherine Frutiger from the CVIOS show for Best of Class for  

Aliceara Dorothy Oka óOkaô.  Also Diana Rowles received the Jerry Suffolk Award for Best Oncidium  

Alliance.  Bryan Emery received three display awards: COC trophy for Best Individual Display, AOS trophy  

for Best Display and Silver certificate for high quality displays, as well as an AM/AOS for Masdevallia  

Kaleidoscope óOcelotô and Best of Class for Foliage and for Maxillara arbuscula.  VicOS received many  

ribbons and it was mentioned that, at the pre-show judging, Svend Munkholm received a CCE/AOS and  

an AM/AOS for his Cattleya C.G. Roebling.  The plant had 49 flowers! 
 

Other Reports: 
 

Library:   Jill Livesey will be looking after the library and Ingrid Ostrander will be working with her to sort 

through the books and have excess books for sale to members. 

Membership:  Joyce Wilson reported that we now have 44 members. 

Inventory:  Diana Rowles and Kathryn Collins will be working on completing an inventory. 

Orchid Culture Classes:  Geoffrey Haywood will be organizing more classes in spring near the time of the  

Spring Show.  He had one person, who attended the last class on Oct. 18th, attend as a guest this evening. 

Plant orders:  Sasha Kubicek reported that he will be receiving information from Terry Groszeibl regarding 

pre-ordering of plants from Forestview Gardens for next monthôs meeting and will pass it on to Diana to post. 

Programs:  Joe Chow reported for Rod Crutcher on next monthôs speaker, Terry Groszeibl, and also  

confirmed that Justin Dunning will be speaking at Januaryôs meeting on Orchids of Vancouver Island.  Joe  

Chow will present next monthôs ñnewbieò class which will be on ñWatering your Orchidsò and Debb Ward  

will give the January class on ñFertilizingò. 

Shows:   The plants going to the FVOS need to be ready for this Wednesday.  Diana is having a meeting at  

her home tomorrow evening to begin the planning of our spring show. 

Website:  Diana reported that information on the upcoming Spring Show will be posted on the website. 
 

New Business: 

Workshops: Joe is circulating a list for suggestions for ideas for future ñnewbieò workshops. 

Christmas Party:  Diana reported the date will be December 14. Geoff offered to be M.C. again this year. 

There was also discussion on the suggestion of giving an orchid plant to new members on registration. 
 

Speaker:  Sasha Kubicek presented a slide show on Orchids of Mexico. 

John Taylor thanked Sasha for his interesting presentation.  
 

Adjournment:   The meeting was declared adjourned by John Taylor at 9:10 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Davies 
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Society Information 
 

Meetings are held at the Gordon Head United Church Hall, 4201 Tyndall Avenue,  

Victoria, B.C. on the fourth Monday of the month.  Members are encouraged to bring  

their orchids in bloom to display on the show table.  They will be photographed and  

posted on our website. 
 

Guest speakers are engaged for these meetings and often, speakers bring plants for sale.   

There is also a sale table where plants brought in by members may be purchased. 
 

Plant sales begin at 7:15 p.m. and the meeting runs from 7:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
 

Membership fees are $25.00 for individuals, $35.00 for households.  The Society  

membership year runs from September to September, but meetings are not held in 

July and August.  Name tags are available for $9.00, magnetized tags are $11.00. 
 

Coffee and tea are available for $1.00 at the meeting and goodies are provided by members in rotation, based 

upon the initial letter of their last names.  Goodies are requested from those with last names beginning with L 

& M for the November meeting.  
 

The Victoria Orchid Society Newsletter is published monthly, around the 15th of each month, excepting 

December, July and August.  Newsletters will be sent by email to members with email access.  Email 

addresses will be blind copied.  Upon request, copies of the newsletter may be picked up at meetings for 

those not wishing to print off their copy at home.   
 

Advertising, in the newsletter, is free of charge to members in good standing: $2.00 per business card size ad 

per month to a member owned business ($20.00 per fiscal year), $5.00 per month to non-member businesses 

($50.00 per fiscal year).  Businesses may also advertise on the Victoria Orchid Society web site Classifieds 

page for the same costs. 
 

The Societyôs mailing Address is 1199 Tattersall Drive, Victoria, B.C. V8P 1Y8. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Important Reminders & Updates 
 

Membership renewal deadline for the year 2015-2016 is December 31st.  Please see attached membership 

forms.  If you are renewing your membership and there have been no major changes since you last renewed, 

please use the short RENEWAL form.  If you are a new member please use the full MEMBERSHIP form. 

Those members who have not renewed by the deadline will not receive the newsletter nor be listed in 

the Member Directory in January. 

Officers:    Directors: 
 

President John Taylor   Joyce Wilson 

Past President Ingrid Ostrander   Catherine Frutiger 

Vice-president Diana Rowles   Coreen Kempling 

Secretary Barbara Davies   Sasha Kubicek 

Treasurer Jane Mason   Rodney Crutcher 

      Kathryn Collins 

       

Newsletter Editor:  Diana Rowles 

Web Master:  Blair Humphrey 

Proofreader:  Joe Chow 

       

Spring Show Chairman:  Diana Rowles 

Programs Chairman: Rodney Crutcher       Mps. Sweet Surprise óGabrielleô 
 

In emergencies, call John Taylor at (250) 250 479-0146. 

 

 

 
Brassia Edvah Loo 

Noshida HCC/AOS 
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Change in Meeting Venue and day of the week 

Starting in September 2015, meetings will be held at the Gordon Head United Church Hall, 4201 Tyndall 

Avenue, Victoria, B.C. on the fourth Monday of the month.  Please let friends and former members know 

about this change as some may now be able to rejoin the Society.  Here is a map of the new location.  It is 

approached by Feltham Road from which one turns onto Tyndall Avenue. 

 
 
This new venue will require a few changes on the part of members.  We are required to set up and take down 

the chairs and tables that we use.  A number of people have normally arrived early at the meetings to set up 

tables and display areas.  These people (some executive and some members who often help out with extra 

chores) will continue to do this and will also set up some chairs.  We will not set out as many chairs as have 

customarily been available at meetings as they are rarely filled.  That may mean that some people will have 

to set up a chair from an available stack, when they arrive.  We will ensure that there are enough out to 

accommodate those for whom this would be difficult.  At the end of the meeting, we will expect the able-

bodied to return their chair to the stack before leaving.  We do need more people to help put away tables at 

the end of the meeting. 
 

 

Classifieds 

 
FOR SALE: Two large phragmipediums ï too big for my condo space! 

Phrag. Grande óCedar Ridgeô (caudatum X longifolium) 

Phrag. Mount Fallu óDazzlerô AM/AOS (longifolium óDocô X Grande óMaybrookô AM/AOS) 

 

Any reasonable offers considered.  

If interested, please contact shirley_page@shaw.ca or phone 250-652-8848 

 

Feltham Rd 


